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REQUEST FOR ARTIST PROPOSALS (RFP)

Project Title: “Unbox Opportunities” — Chinatown Kiosk Art 2026
Location: 101 Baxter Street, New York, New York 10038

Issuing Organization: Chinatown Partnership Local Development Corporation
Release Date: December 24, 2025

Submission Deadline: January 16, 2026, 11:59 PM EST

1. Project Overview & Vision

We seek an artist or artist-led team to redesign arts for the existing Chinatown kiosk structure in
NYC’s Chinatown. This project, “Unbox Opportunities,” challenges artists to transform the

current kiosk into a dynamic hub of creativity, information, and community connection.

The goal is to create arts for the kiosk by integrating modern technology, innovative artistic
design, and functional ideas that serve both residents and visitors. The design should unlock the

kiosk’s potential as a beacon for storytelling, cultural exchange, and neighborhood resources.

2. Project Theme: Unbox Opportunity

This theme invites interpretations of revelation, access, and new beginnings. The kiosk should be

“unboxed” to reveal new possibilities. Proposals must work with the existing structure but can



CHINATOWN
PARTNERSHIP
EEAREERE

incorporate additions, wraps, integrated tech, and interactive elements. We encourage ideas that

consider:

e Technology: Digital displays, interactive touchpoints, soundscapes, lighting, or QR code
and app integration.

o Art & Design: Transforming the physical shell into a work of art that reflects
Chinatown’s past, present, and future.

e Function & Idea: Proposing new uses (e.g., community bulletin, micro-exhibits, cultural

storytelling station, wayfinding hub) that make the kiosk a valuable, engaging asset.
3. Project Scope and Area

Artists are free to propose art creation on one or more of the yellow areas demonstrated

below in Exhibit A.

4. Project Timeline

e RFP Released: December 24, 2025

e Submission Deadline: January 16, 2026 (11:59 PM EST)

e Community Engagement Session: Late January 2026 (Shortlisted artists will present
concepts for community feedback.)

e Revised Proposal Submission: Early February 2026 (Specific date TBD post-session)

e Finalist Announcement: Mid-February 2026

e Fabrication & Installation: Spring/Summer 2026, TBD
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Submit a single PDF document including:

4. Submission Requirements

1. Letter of Intent: Explain your interest in Chinatown and your conceptual approach to
“Unboxing Opportunities.”

2. Concept Proposal (Max 2 pages): Describe your vision for the kiosk’s repurposing.
Include:

o Conceptual sketches or digital renderings.

o Description of technological and artistic elements.

o Proposed functionality and community benefit.

o Approach to preserving/working with the existing structure.

3. Community Engagement Plan: A brief statement on how you will incorporate feedback
from the late-January community session.

4. Technical Feasibility Note: Initial thoughts on art materials, requirements, and
safety/durability for a public, outdoor structure.

5. Budget & Management: A brief description and cost estimation of the supplies you plan
to use for this project, such as the type of temporary lighting, art supplies, and
technology. Try to use this part to showcase your ability to manage the financial and
logistical aspects to successfully implement your design.

6. Artist Resume/CV & Team Bios: 3 pages max total.

7. Work Samples: 5-10 images of past relevant projects with descriptions.

8. Contact Information: Full name, address, phone, email, website/social media accounts.
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Proposals will be evaluated based on:

5. Selection Criteria

e Artistic Innovation & Creativity: Originality and strength of the artistic vision.

e Integration of Theme & Technology: Effective interpretation of “Unbox Opportunity”
and thoughtful use of tech.

e Functional & Community Value: Usefulness and potential positive impact on the
Chinatown community.

e Feasibility & Durability: Realistic approach to implementation, maintenance, and public
safety.

e (ollaborative Approach: Willingness and strategy to engage with community feedback.

6. Budget & Artist Fee

A compensation of $50 will be awarded to the shortlist artists. And a total design fee of $1500
will be awarded to the selected artist/team. This compensation covers all design phases,
community integration, and project documentation. A separate budget of up to $1000 for

approved fabrication, technology, and installation will be managed by the organizing entity.

7. Contact & Submission

All questions and submissions should be directed to:

Rosie Derong Li, Special Projects Manager, dli@chinatownpartnership.org


mailto:dli@chinatownpartnership.org
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Your submission email should have the subject line as 2026 Chinatown Kiosk Art Proposal -

[Your Name]

We look forward to receiving your visionary proposals to unbox opportunities for the Chinatown

Kiosk!



