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Dear friends,
Welcome back and to the upcoming Lunar Year of the Dragon - with over 3,500 years of cultural tradition coming soon, not only will
2024 be an exciting year because we are all supposed to be the Dragon’s descendants but it is also time for the Phoenix Rising, as
despite all the fires and various challenges, our community continues to rise up and show our resiliency and perseverance in a true
tenacious Can-Do spirit fashion!

Partial Highlights – “Let’s Go to the Videotape - after earning the medals”:
Public Safety: the Chinatown BID, working with local charities, non-profits, officials, was the first to ever distribute over 160 free
security cameras to local owners throughout the district and the service area during our initial launch phase, and followed by many
others.
Additionally, we installed security systems at all the key main subway entrances, at our info kiosk and other key portals yielding
extremely positive results and earning accolades and praises from local community, elected officials and law enforcement.
Marketing and Public events: the BID dramatically increased the number of Open Streets events in the neighborhood as
documented by countless and nonstop hard-to-catch your breath efforts by our teams and volunteers.
Over several hundred days of non-stop support, such as daily setups and takedowns on the first ever 'Plaza" in this district, bi-
weekly new Open Street events brought many new partners and programming including Olympians hosting hands-on
demonstrations.
Hip-Hop celebrations, Qigong, health and wellness events and refreshing, splashing fun summer programs for children and
families, etc.
Sanitation: working with DSNY and other officials, the number of frequent illegal dumping sites and incidents dropped down
dramatically due to increased monitoring and patrols.
Despite the hot weather and the tenement living conditions, the BID partnered with theater groups to co-host part of the
worldwide Little Amal walking project to highlight our district.
Created and showcased colorful laundry banners in multiple languages to welcome the giant puppet’s visit to Chinatown/LES
which generated a lot of press and excitement.
The BID also partnered with local senior centers to create and install hand painted lanterns with special characters that were hung
and displayed over the new light up streets which never had this type of lighting treatment before. 
Our work was also recognized by a record number of awards given to us in this period.
The BID preemptively launched an early series of fire safety and lithium battery e-bike workshops before the tragic deaths of a
number of seniors due to the volatile nature of these hazards, leading to new regulations and renewed attempts by elected officials
to take additional measures to stay ahead of this evolving danger and work-in-progress.
We are also delighted by the economic impact study findings as conducted by New York City DOF and DOT showing in no uncertain
terms our participation in the Open Streets program resulted in positive results in the turnaround of Covid affected conditions - as
documented by financial filings of participating shops through this new and innovative program. See attached one such illustration
of why we made the difference on the ground, from someone who won more than a Super Bowl but three Olympic medals.

Moving Forward, there are so many new and exciting activations that are now in the pipelines. Starting with the historic $20m
Downtown Revitalization Investment from NY State leading to more than a dozen new community projects that will be catalyst for
other partnerships. The $1.2m ADA, Building Upgrades DRI will be given to the community for improved access, building
identifications, enhanced lighting and new security system, given that public safety remains the number one concern for the Asian
American community and general public. Other projects include a new type of Light Up to further improve lighting level and new
artistic displays to brighten dimly lit and darkened streets at night time. New preservation of cultural projects is also part of these
initiatives such as the DRI Culinary School that will be training a new generation of chefs by master cooks/hospitality experts.
Continuing on the fabulous outcomes of the Mid-Autumn Moon Lantern Festival, we will be amplifying new programming working with
the partners from last year’s success. The next two years are also going to be historical as plans are being made for America250, part of
the nationwide planning as well as next year’s 400th anniversary of the founding of New York. We encourage all of you to join in and
participate in these new initiatives as there is so much work and efforts needed to implement all these necessary projects in the
coming year. We look forward to working with you along with all the advocates, community and other partners to place our district on
the map.

Sincerely,

_______________________________                                        ______________________________________
Frank Yee, Chair                                                                   Wellington Z. Chen, Executive Director

WELCOME LETTER: ENTER THE DRAGONS
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM FY2023
Operating 3 Locations: 217 Park Row | 49 Madison Street | Canal Street Information Kiosk
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FY22 NYC Business Improvement District Trends
Report: Chinatown BID vs. Other BIDs at Our Size

Website: chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.nyc.gov/assets/sbs/downloads/pdf/neighborhoods/fy22-bid-
trends-report.pdf, P59
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